
               Order of Worship  
 

 

Prelude 

 

 

Announcements 

 

 

Opening Hymn #366            Love Divine, All Loves Exceling 

 

 

Call to Confession 

Jesus rebuked those who witnessed God's mighty works yet refused to repent. 
We too have received God's mercy time and again, but we often cling to pride, 
self-reliance, and sin instead of turning to him. 
 

Yet Christ does not leave us in our rebellion. He graciously invites us, saying, 
"Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest."  
Trusting in his mercy, let us confess our sins before God. 
 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 
Merciful God, we confess that we have often been slow to repent. Though 
you have revealed your goodness to us again and again, we have too often 
responded with indifference rather than obedience, pride rather than  
humility, and self-reliance rather than faith. 
 

Forgive us for believing we are wise in our own eyes while failing to submit 
to your wisdom. Forgive us for trusting our own strength instead of resting 
in the sufficiency of Christ. Too often we carry the heavy burdens of guilt, 
anxiety, control, and self-justification rather than laying them at the feet of 
our Savior. 
 

Lord Jesus, we hear your gracious invitation to come to you. Teach us to 
take your yoke upon us and to learn from you. Give us hearts that delight in 
repentance, lives marked by humble obedience, and souls that find their 
true rest in your grace alone. For we ask this in your holy name. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon 

One: Brothers and sisters, hear the good news. Jesus Christ declares, "Come to 
me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest... For my yoke is 
easy, and my burden is light." To all who repent of their sins and place their trust 
in Christ alone, God does not condemn but forgives. Believe the good news. 
 

All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  
 

  
Gloria Patri #614        Great Are You, Lord 

 

 

*Passing of the Peace 

 

 

Anthem      Old Time Hymn Medley  
 

 

 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

 

Sermon              “Jesus’ Offer Still Stands” 

           Matthew 11:20-30  
             Rev. Lorenzo R. Small, Sr.  
 

 

*Hymn of Preparation #526      Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ 

 

 

Communion 

 

 

Offering 

 

 

Doxology 

 

 

*Offertory Prayer 

 

 

*Closing Hymn #697            Take My Life 

 

 

*Charge and Benediction  
 

 

Postlude 

 

 

*Please stand if able 

Please consider  
doing a solo or small 
group performance 
this summer...Come 
on, you know you 

want to! Please talk to Carl 
or just sign up in the hall by 
the kitchenette.   
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                  The mission of First  
               Presbyterian Church  
               is to share God’s               
               love and grace with   
               all people and  
               celebrate the truth  
               of Jesus Christ. 
 

We approach this purpose  
with a commitment to “unity  
in essentials, liberty in  
non-essentials, and love in all 
things.”  
 

We fulfill this purpose by  
Serving Christ through  
SERVICE to others.  
 

Connecting people to God 
through OUTREACH.  
 

Nourishing people in the Spirit 
through WORSHIP,  
FELLOWSHIP   
and DISCIPLESHIP. 
 

We express this purpose  
through our Core Values: 
 † GLORIOUS WORSHIP 

 † SPIRIT EMPOWERED   
    PRAYER 

 † LIFE ROOTED IN  
    SCRIPTURE 

 † GRACIOUS WITNESS 

 † COMPASSIONATE  
    SERVICE  
 † ABUNDANT LIFE     
    THROUGH  COMMUNITY 

 † EVERY PERSON'S  
    DIGNITY AFFIRMED 

  Remember in Prayer: Pat Brewer,    
  Bruce Davy, Katie Graham, Carrie &  
  Jim Hoglen, Jean Kraft (Randi May’s 
Mom), Chuck & Lela Mann (Denise 
Rust’s father), Paula McPhee, Richard 
Medaugh, Georgann Parker, Karen Rich, 

Jan Ritter, Ed Scheinfeldt, Annettie Tribbett. In 
Military; James Burns, Steve Mackinder, and 
Samantha Rainwater.  

 

 

 Flowers are given in memory of Barb Smith 
who was our longest member. She was devoted 

to and loved her church. Given by her NPW 
friend, Jean Kraft (Randi May’s mom). 

 

 

This week at First Presbyterian Church: 
Mon., 7/6            9A  Men’s Coffee & Prayer   
Tues., 7/7       8:30A  Prayer                         
Thurs., 7/9         10A  ECC Music Playgroup                          
Fri., 7/10              2P  Youth Pool Party! 
Sun., 7/12          10A  WORSHIP  
                   
NOTE: Pickleball - Tuesdays and Thursdays,    

June, July, August - will use gym on rainy days. 
 

MISSION - The Mission Ministry Team will 
again be putting together Health Kits 
(Hygiene Kits) for several of our  
community organization individuals or 
families. The following items will be 
collected on the Mission table in the Parlor 
during the months of July and August. The 
Mission Ministry Team will assemble the 
Health Kits at the end of August and 
distribute the beginning of September. 

Wash cloths 

Toothbrush – soft or medium 

Toothpaste – 4 or 6 oz. 
Bar of soap 

Deodorant 
Dental floss 

Chapstick 

VO5 Shampoo 

VO5 Conditioner 

LEMONADE SOCIAL - Please join us after 
worship most Sundays this summer for a 
lemonade social in the parlor!  This is a 
wonderful opportunity to enjoy warm 
fellowship, cold  beverages and light snacks. 
Please consider donating some goodies to share 
during our time together. If you can assist with 
prep and serving please contact Kiran Bilanow, 
Gerda Van Stralen, or Carolyn Rex. 

SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW      
     TO CONNECT WITH US! 

  

First Presbyterian Church 
      

Rev. Lorenzo R. Small, Sr. 
Dr. Carl Witt, Director of Music Ministries 

STAFF    

Martin Ashley, Sunday Custodian, Church Historian      
  martinlashley@comcast.net            269-832-0754 

Derek Bidelman, Custodian              269-580-0769 

Taylor Brown, Discipleship Min.     269-580-6165 

  tayjbrown96@gmail.com 

Rachel Brown, Church Office Admin 269-964-3700 

  admin@firstpresbc.org 

Jeanne Hickman, Church Nurse       269-967-1796 

Daniel Kring, Maintenance              269-425-5276 

  Kringdan@gmail.com 

Robert Liechty, Evening Security    269-924-1209 

Rev. Lorenzo Small, Sr.                   803-235-8115 

  lrsmall_01@yahoo.com 

Dr. Carl Witt                                     269-381-0796  
  carlwitt@firstpresbc.org 

Livestream Help Needed: We thank Woody 
Windischman for his faithful service as our 
livestream cameraman. We are looking for a 
new person to take over this part of our online 
ministry. Please see Doug McCune for more 
information. 

 

AUGUST 2nd 10A - WORSHIP & CHURCH  
PICNIC at our RETREAT CENTER! 

   

                                       July 5th, 2026 
                                                         

 111 Capital Ave., NE     Battle Creek, Michigan 49017 
 firstpresbc.org                                      269-964-3700

Please contact Taylor Brown to get connected 
to our Youth Ministry this summer!  
(269) 580-6165 

CARAVAN - There will be a Caravan  
Mission Trip Picture Party on Friday July 
17th at 6pm at the Youth Center. If you’ve 
ever wondered what goes on during the  
mission trip please come and join us. There 
will be pizza for dinner. See Doug McCune 
for more info. 


