
                   Order of Worship  
 

 

Prelude                                                        Arioso                                   J.S. Bach 

                                                            Carol Russell, cello                                               
 

 

Announcements 

 

 

*Opening Hymn #12               Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

 

 

Call to Confession 

Brothers and sisters, in the Parable of the Sower, Jesus reminds us that the  
condition of the soil determines the fruit that follows. Before we examine anyone 
else's life, let us honestly examine our own hearts. We cannot judge the harvest 
before its time, nor can we claim credit for hearts made fruitful, for good soil is 
the gracious work of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, let us come before God with  
humility, asking Him to reveal what only He can see. 
 

 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 
Merciful Father, we confess that we are often quick to judge the fruit we see 
in others while neglecting the true condition of our own hearts. We admit 
that we have trusted in our own efforts rather than depending upon Your 
Holy Spirit to soften, cultivate, and transform us. Forgive us for the hard-
ness, shallowness, and divided loyalties that hinder Your Word from bearing 
lasting fruit in our lives.  
 

By Your Spirit, break up the hardened places within us, deepen our faith, 
remove the thorns that choke our devotion, and make us good soil for the 
glory of Christ. We ask this in His holy name. Amen. 
 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Hear the good news: the God who commands His Word to be sown is also the 
God who, by His Holy Spirit, prepares hearts to receive it. If you have confessed 
your sins and placed your trust in Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven, and the 
Spirit is at work within you, conforming you more and more to the likeness of 
Christ. Therefore, in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and free to bear fruit for the 
glory of God. Amen. 
 

 

*Hymn of Response                            Spirit of the Living God  
 

Spirit of the Living God, 
Fall afresh on me, 
Spirit of the Living God, 
Fall afresh on me, 
Break me, melt me, mold me, fill me. 
Spirit of the Living God, 
Fall afresh on me. 

*Passing of the Peace 

 

 

Anthem                                           Gabriel's Oboe/How Great Thou Art 
 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

 

Sermon                                   “The Seed, the Soil, and the Outcome - Part 2” 

                                                                    Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

                                                                 Rev. Lorenzo R. Small, Sr.  
 

 

*Hymn of Discipleship #475         Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

 

 

Offering                                                                  Largo                           F. Chopin 

 

 

*Doxology 

 

 

*Offertory Prayer 

 

 

*Closing Hymn #250                          In the Bulb There Is a Flower 
 

 

*Charge and Benediction  
 

 

Postlude                                                              Spring Song                      F. Bridge                  
 

 

 

* Please stand if able 

 

 

Please consider  
doing a solo or small 
group performance 
this summer...Come 
on, you know you 

want to! Please talk to Carl 
or just sign up in the hall by 
the kitchenette.   
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                  The mission of First  
               Presbyterian Church  
               is to share God’s               
               love and grace with   
               all people and  
               celebrate the truth  
               of Jesus Christ. 
 

We approach this purpose  
with a commitment to “unity  
in essentials, liberty in  
non-essentials, and love in all 
things.”  
 

We fulfill this purpose by  
Serving Christ through  
SERVICE to others.  
 

Connecting people to God 
through OUTREACH.  
 

Nourishing people in the Spirit 
through WORSHIP,  
FELLOWSHIP   
and DISCIPLESHIP. 
 

We express this purpose  
through our Core Values: 
 † GLORIOUS WORSHIP 

 † SPIRIT EMPOWERED   
    PRAYER 

 † LIFE ROOTED IN  
    SCRIPTURE 

 † GRACIOUS WITNESS 

 † COMPASSIONATE  
    SERVICE  
 † ABUNDANT LIFE     
    THROUGH  COMMUNITY 

 † EVERY PERSON'S  
    DIGNITY AFFIRMED 

  Remember in Prayer: Pat Brewer,    
  Katie Graham, Carrie & Jim Hoglen,    
Jean Kraft (Randi May’s Mom), Chuck  
& Lela Mann (Denise Rust’s father), 
Paula McPhee, Richard Medaugh, 
Georgann Parker, Karen Rich, Jan Ritter, 

Ed Scheinfeldt, Annettie Tribbett. In Military; 
James Burns, Steve Mackinder, and Samantha 
Rainwater.  

 

 

 Flowers are given by the Weaver family to 
remember Karen Weaver’s birthday. 

 

 

This week at First Presbyterian Church: 
Mon., 7/20           9A  Men’s Coffee & Prayer 
                             7P   Discipleship Team  
                                    Meeting - Rm. 14 

Tues., 7/21      8:30A  Prayer in the Chapel   
Thurs., 7/23        10A  ECC Music Playgroup                          
Sun., 7/26           10A  WORSHIP  
                           11A   Ice Cream Social  
                   
NOTE: Pickleball - Tuesdays and Thursdays,    
June, July, August - will use gym on rainy days. 
 

 

MISSION - The Mission Ministry Team will 
again be putting together Health Kits 
(Hygiene Kits) for several of our  
community organization individuals or 
families. The following items will be 
collected on the Mission table in the Parlor 
during the months of July and August. The 
Mission Ministry Team will assemble the 
Health Kits at the end of August and 
distribute the beginning of September. 

Wash cloths 

Toothbrush – soft or medium 

Toothpaste – 4 or 6 oz. 
Bar of soap 

Deodorant 
Dental floss 

Chapstick 

VO5 Shampoo 

VO5 Conditioner 

SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW      
     TO CONNECT WITH US! 

  

First Presbyterian Church 
      

Rev. Lorenzo R. Small, Sr. 
Dr. Carl Witt, Director of Music Ministries 

STAFF    

Martin Ashley, Sunday Custodian, Church Historian      
  martinlashley@comcast.net            269-832-0754 

Derek Bidelman, Custodian              269-580-0769 

Taylor Brown, Discipleship Min.     269-580-6165 

  tayjbrown96@gmail.com 

Rachel Brown, Church Office Admin 269-964-3700 

  admin@firstpresbc.org 

Jeanne Hickman, Church Nurse       269-967-1796 

Daniel Kring, Maintenance              269-425-5276 

  Kringdan@gmail.com 

Robert Liechty, Evening Security    269-924-1209 

Rev. Lorenzo Small, Sr.                   803-235-8115 

  lrsmall_01@yahoo.com 

Dr. Carl Witt                                     269-381-0796  
  carlwitt@firstpresbc.org 

 

AUGUST 2nd 10A - WORSHIP & CHURCH  
PICNIC at our RETREAT CENTER! 

   

                                       July 19th, 2026 
                                                         

 111 Capital Ave., NE     Battle Creek, Michigan 49017 
 firstpresbc.org                                      269-964-3700

SURPRISE RETIREMENT PARTY FOR 
JENNY - Friday, July 24th at 5:45 p.m. 

 

Jenny’s son and daughter in law are throwing a 
very special SURPRISE party to celebrate her 
retirement! Everyone is welcome! Please do 

not mention anything to Jenny! 
 

11979 Cisco Bay Dr.  
Dowling, MI 49050 

 

Take 37 North to Bristol Rd, and turn right 

LEMONADE STAND TODAY 
The Mission Ministry Team will be serving the 
lemonade in the parlor this morning as they are 
participating in the annual "Isaiah 117 House" 

Lemonade  
Fundraiser.  Isaiah 117 House is one of our 

Faith Partners. We welcome this  
opportunity to share information about the mis-

sion of "Isaiah 117 House" and to  
provide for donations to them. Their  

mission is to change the way foster care  
begins by providing physical and emotional 

support for children awaiting foster  
placement.  

 

AUGUST 5th - Battle Jacks Faith Night, mark 
your calendars! More details to come! 


