November 2, 2025

2Cor9:12-15
Stewardship Part 3

I’'ve come to understand that things are very different in God‘s
economy. In God’s economy to save your life you must lose it. In God’s
economy servants are held in the highest esteem. The first will be last
and the last first. In the world’s economy Kings, dignitaries,
presidents, the rich and famous are held in the highest esteem.
Worshipped, even. In God’s economy, the generous achieve true
wealth. In the world’s economy it’s get rich or die trying. In God’s
economy the stranger is to be welcomed, treated hospitably. In the
world’s economy the stranger is to be feared. In God’s economy the
good we do as God’s people brings glory to His name. In the world’s
economy the good people do, if it can be considered good at all,
brings glory to their name. In God’s economy you are either a sheep
or a goat. That is, a believer or nonbeliever. In the world’s economy
there is black, white, yellow, rich, poor, educated, uneducated, male,
female, LGBTQIA, etc. In God’s economy suffering has its place. In the
world’s economy it’s to be avoided at all costs. In God’s economy to
be elevated is to be humble and meek. In the world’s economy to be
elevated is to be rich and famous, to be venerated. In God’s economy
who you believe matters most. See, Abraham believed God and it was
counted righteousness. In the world’s economy it’s all about who you
know, believe what you will. In God’s economy there isn’t but one
truth, Jesus. In the world’s economy every man and woman can have
his or her own truth. Church, God’s economy is nothing like the
world’s economy. And so that means those who are apart of God’s
economy through faith in His Son Jesus are not like those who remain



enslaved to the world’s economy, or at least they should not be.
Keeping this in mind, three final truths on this matter of stewardship.
First, as it concerns being generous, we do not expect in return what
those of the world expect in return. V12-13a, “So two good things
will result from this ministry of giving—the needs of the believers in
Jerusalem will be met, and they will joyfully express their thanks to
God. B As a result of your ministry, they will give glory to God.” No
thanks given to the Corinthians, no praise for them, no glory for them.
Only thanks to God by the believers in Jerusalem for meeting their
needs through them. Given our culture, this truth is hard because we
love praise. We want our names on buildings, on plaques affixed to
walls, pictures and pews in recognition of our generous giving. When
we give of our hard-earned resources to others, we expect to receive
a thank you. Even better, a thank you card. Show me some
appreciation. This is what we expect in return too often, no different
than those who do not believe. | have certainly been guilty of this on
too many occasions. Forgive me Lord and help me Holy Spirit. As
God’s/Jesus’ faithful stewards of all that He has given us we should
only want God/Jesus to be praised, to be glorified in return for the
good we do, for what we give. Yes we have the assurance that God
will honor our giving in His name, but to God be the glory for the great
things has done. Not me, not you, not FPC, not anyone other than
God, other than Jesus. We desire what the world will never desire, for
God, for Jesus the Christ to be glorified. Not only in our giving, in all
things.

John 12:27-32 “?” “Now is my soul troubled. And what shall | say?
‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for this purpose | have come
to this hour.2Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from
heaven: “I have glorified it, and | will glorify it again.” 2° The crowd that



stood there and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An
angel has spoken to him.” 3% Jesus answered, “This voice has come for
your sake, not mine. 3! Now is the judgment of this world; now will the
ruler of this world be cast out. 3 And |, when | am lifted up from the
earth, will draw all people to myself.” ESV

John 15:5-8 “>“Yes, | am the vine; you are the branches. Those who
remain in me, and | in them, will produce much fruit. For apart from
me you can do nothing. ® Anyone who does not remain in me is
thrown away like a useless branch and withers. Such branches are
gathered into a pile to be burned. 7But if you remain in me and my
words remain in you, you may ask for anything you want, and it will
be granted! 8 When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples.
This brings great glory to my Father.” NLT

John 17:3-5 “*And this is eternal life, that they know vyou, the
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 1 glorified you
on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. > And
now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that | had
with you before the world existed.” ESV

Second, our generosity provides proof of the genuineness of our
faith and generates prayers on our behalf. 13b-14 “For your
generosity to them and to all believers will prove that you are
obedient to the Good News of Christ. ¥ And they will pray for you with
deep affection because of the overflowing grace God has given to
you.” Before you say you do not have to prove anything to anyone.
Yes, you do. Since Jesus teaches us in Matt 7:15 to beware of wolves
in sheep clothing and in Luke 6:43-46 to assess a tree by the fruit that
it bears, we definitely have to prove to one another the authenticity
of our faith as evidenced by our obedience to all that Christ’s gospel
teaches us. Because obedience to the word of God, the gospel of Jesus



Christ has always been the proof that one is his true disciple. So, are
we obeying his gospel in all things, not just our giving? Now, the
outcome of this proof is prayers on our behalf by other faithful
brothers and sisters in Christ. And the reason we should long for this
is because scripture teaches in James 5:16 that “the prayer of a
righteous person is powerful and effective”. Just consider what it
would mean for you and for us, collectively, to have other Christ
centered communities praying with deep affection for us because of
our generosity towards them. Brace yourself. | doubt very seriously
that the nonbelievers we help are praying for us with deep affection.
They may have appreciation for us, maybe, for what we do for them.
They may even think God superficially, for how could it be genuine
when they don’t know Jesus. But what | am certain of is that they are
not praying for us with deep affection. Why would they or how could
they, without the Holy Spirit?

Heb 11:16 “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because
anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he
rewards those who earnestly seek him.” NIV

In closing, Paul concludes this powerful teaching with these words,
v15 “Thank God for this gift too wonderful for words!” It is as if Paul
started to well up on the inside with uncontrollable joy in his request
to the Corinthian Church, as he considered the greatness of the gift
God had given to them in His Son, Jesus. A gift so magnificent that the
only way he could faithfully describe it was by calling it indescribable.
Considering the magnitude of such a gift in the life of a believer he
could never ask too much of one who recognized this fact. Sisters and
Brothers, no one who understands fully what Jesus’ death on the cross
and his resurrection truly means for him/her. No one who fully



understands what Jesus has accomplished eternally for him/her by
his life, death and resurrection would ever say that God/Jesus is
asking too much of him. What could any of us give that would equal
the eternal value of the “gift too wonderful for words!”? Nothing, not
even our lives. In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.



