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May 18, 2025 

Acts 9:36-43 
Our Faith Must Have Feet 

 

Missions has always had as its foremost aim evangelism, and this is 
the primary work of the church. MaƩ 28:19a, “Go therefor and make 
disciples of all naƟons.” ESV We know this to be true for what good 
would it be for us to simply meet the physical needs of others without 
making any aƩempt to address the most pressing need, the need of 
the soul?  
Ezekiel 18:4 “4 Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well 
as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die.” ESV 

Mark 8:36-37 “36 And what do you beneĮt if you gain the whole world 
but lose your own soul? 37 Is anything worth more than your soul?”. 
NLT  
As disciples of Jesus Christ, we commit ourselves to missions because 
we know what is at stake and the opportunity missions provides us to 
share the love and message of our Lord Jesus. If missions are to be 
truly successful, we must employ both word and deed. Word and no 
deeds our missions lack credibility. Deeds and no word our missions 
make us nothing more than another service provider among many 
service providers. Make no mistake about, we are not called to only 
speak Christ’s message, we are called to do Christ message, as well.  
James 2:18-22 “8 Now someone may argue, “Some people have faith; 
others have good deeds.” But I say, “How can you show me your faith 
if you don’t have good deeds? I will show you my faith by my good 
deeds.” 19 You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one 
God. Good for you! Even the demons believe this, and they tremble in 
terror. 20 How foolish! Can’t you see that faith without good deeds is 
useless? 21 Don’t you remember that our ancestor Abraham was 
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shown to be right with God by his acƟons when he oīered his son 
Isaac on the altar? 22 You see, his faith and his acƟons worked 
together. His acƟons made his faith complete.” NLT 

Brothers and Sisters, our faith must have feet. Tabitha’s faith had feet. 
With these words in mind, I want share three lessons we glean from 
Tabitha’s example. 
First lesson, it should be no secret to anyone that we are disciples of 
Jesus. V36a “Now there was in Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which, 
translated, means Dorcas.” Tabitha was not simply a good person 
doing good things. She was a follower of Jesus and that shaped her 
into the missionary she was. NoƟce, by starƟng with the fact that she 
was a disciple her story starts with what she believed, not what she 
did, and this is not inconsequenƟal. Do those we serve associate our 
service with our being disciples of Jesus, Įrst? Or do we hide that fact? 
Are we shy about sharing that? Do we say to ourselves, well my 
reasons for doing what I do, that is my faith, is a personal maƩer and 
I have no right to put it on others. If you are a disciple, you have a 
responsibility to do so. It is imperaƟve that they know that our idenƟty 
as a disciple is the reason we do what we do or how else would 
God/Jesus get the glory? Story… 

MaƩ 5:16 “16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father 
who is in heaven.” ESV 

1 Peter 4:11 “Whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; 

whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God 

supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through 

Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. 

Amen.” ESV 
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Second lesson, missions start at home. V36-41a “36 Now there was 
in Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which, translated, means 
Dorcas. She was full of good works and acts of charity. 37 In those days 
she became ill and died, and when they had washed her, they laid her 
in an upper room. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, 
hearing that Peter was there, sent two men to him, urging 
him, “Please come to us without delay.” 39 So Peter rose and went with 
them. And when he arrived, they took him to the upper room. All the 
widows stood beside him weeping and showing tunics and other 
garments that Dorcas made while she was with them. 40 But Peter put 
them all outside, and knelt down and prayed; and turning to the 
body he said, “Tabitha, arise.” And she opened her eyes, and when 
she saw Peter she sat up. 41 And he gave her his hand and raised her 
up.” Who takes care of someone else’s children before taking care of 
his or her own? A misguided person does. How can we provide for 
those who are far oī before we meet the needs of those in the 
immediate faith community and then those at our doors? How can we 
claim to love God and ignore the plight of those we can literally see 
and touch? Tabitha faithfully and generously cared for the widows of 
her community. So much so the community was distraught about her 
death. Why? Her witness. Her faithfulness to the way of Jesus. If any 
of our ministries no longer existed who would lament? Like Tabitha’s 
community, would anyone care enough to try and keep it from 
happening? Would our death leave a gaping void? If we are faithfully 
doing the work of our master, it certainly would. But more important 
than the response of the community is the response of our heavenly 
Farther, resurrecƟon.   
1 John 3:17-19 “17 If someone has enough money to live well and sees 
a brother or sister in need but shows no compassion—how can God’s 
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love be in that person? 18 Dear children, let’s not merely say that we 
love each other; let us show the truth by our acƟons. 19 Our acƟons 
will show that we belong to the truth, so we will be conĮdent when 
we stand before God.” NLT 

Gal 6:8-10 “8 Those who live only to saƟsfy their own sinful nature will 
harvest decay and death from that sinful nature. But those who live 
to please the Spirit will harvest everlasƟng life from the Spirit. 9 So let’s 
not get Ɵred of doing what is good. At just the right Ɵme we will reap 
a harvest of blessing if we don’t give up. 10 Therefore, whenever we 
have the opportunity, we should do good to everyone—especially to 
those in the family of faith.” NLT 

MaƩ 25:30-40 “31 “But when the Son of Man comes in his glory, and 
all the angels with him, then he will sit upon his glorious throne. 32 All 
the naƟons will be gathered in his presence, and he will separate the 
people as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.33 He will 
place the sheep at his right hand and the goats at his leŌ. 34 “Then the 
King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the creaƟon of the 
world. 35 For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, and you gave 
me a drink. I was a stranger, and you invited me into your home. 36 I 
was naked, and you gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for 
me. I was in prison, and you visited me.’ 37 “Then these righteous ones 
will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you hungry and feed you? Or 
thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 Or a stranger and show you 
hospitality? Or naked and give you clothing? 39 When did we ever see 
you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40 “And the King will say, ‘I tell you 
the truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and 
sisters, you were doing it to me!’” NLT 
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Final lesson, missions done faithfully in the name of the Lord leads 
others to faith. V41b-42 “Then, calling the saints and widows, he 
presented her alive. 42 And it became known throughout all Joppa, 
and many believed in the Lord”. It would be easy to simply assume 
that the many who came to faith was solely the result of the miracle 
Peter performed. To do so would be to miss the power of Tabitha’s 
witness. Had she not followed the way of Jesus as she did no one 
would have had cause to summons Peter. As a maƩer of fact, her 
death with have gone mostly unnoƟced and life in Joppa would have 
moved on without her. It is her faithfulness to Jesus via her service to 
the widows that brings about the miracle. Thus, her life is the primary 
cause for many believing. The miracle is just the icing on the cake, sort-
of-speak.  
 

Why Dorcas, in the Greek, which means gazelle. A Įƫng name 
considering Tabitha was on the go for the Lord doing that which was 
good. Her faith had feet. Does yours? In the name of the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. 
 

 

 

 

  


