April 20, 2025

Luke 24:1-12
Remember

Parenting is a tremendous joy and challenge. It is a frustrating and
exhilarating endeavor. Your children when they are first born gaze into
your eyes as you gaze into their eyes with such sincere joy. As they
grow, they seem to passionately grab hold to every word you say. Then
they get older, and you start to feel like a broken recorder. Having to
repeat yourself over and over. A constant refrain of yours soon
becomes, “How many times do | have to say the same thing for you to
remember”. Do | have a witness in this place? The truth this
Resurrection Sunday is we are all bad at remembering the things we
should remember and very good at remembering the junk. The hurts.
The disappointments. Get in an argument with your spouse or
someone close to you and a litany of all the things you have done
wrong is sure to come. Despite our struggles with remembering,
remembering is tantamount to our faithfulness. Why do we gather
year after year, Sunday after Sunday, to celebrate the resurrection of
our Lord Jesus? We need to be reminded. We need to remember
because we easily forget. Failing to remember what Jesus Christ
accomplished; failing to remember the promises of God through faith
in God’s Son, Jesus, can lead to discouragement, even defeat. So, it is
good that we are here this Resurrection Sunday to be reminded and
to remember that Jesus lives. With this said, | want to share three
things | see in the text that we must remember.

First, we must remember Jesus’ words. V1-8 “But on the first day of
the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they
had prepared. 2And they found the stone rolled away from the
tomb, 3but when they went in they did not find the body of the Lord



Jesus. *While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood
by them in dazzling apparel. > And as they were frightened and bowed
their faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek
the living among the dead? ® He is not here, but has risen. Remember
how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, “that the Son of
Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified
and on the third day rise.” 8 And they remembered his words.” At least
a third of you know what | am going to say next, if not more. We
cannot remember what we have never exposed ourselves to. As
powerful and important as the resurrection story is to our faith,
scripturally there is much more that we need to learn and to
remember. And | will remind us of my point last Sunday, that
ignorance is not bliss. Spiritually, it is very costly and destructive. And
if today’s celebration does nothing more than inspire us to read
scripture more fervently and consistently, God will have done a great
work in our lives. We must remember the words of Christ and so we
must read scripture. For to read scripture is to sit at the feat of our
Lord. There is no spiritual discipline more important than this and
there is nothing more detrimental to our faithfulness, to our
understanding, than not reading the word of God.

Luke 10:38-42 “38 As Jesus and the disciples continued on their way to
Jerusalem, they came to a certain village where a woman named
Martha welcomed him into her home. 3 Her sister, Mary, sat at the
Lord’s feet, listening to what he taught. 4°But Martha was distracted
by the big dinner she was preparing. She came to Jesus and said,
“Lord, doesn’t it seem unfair to you that my sister just sits here while
| do all the work? Tell her to come and help me.” 4 But the Lord said
to her, “My dear Martha, you are worried and upset over all these



details! 2 There is only one thing worth being concerned about. Mary
has discovered it, and it will not be taken away from her.” NLT
Romans 10:14,17 ““*How then will they call on him in whom they
have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they
have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone
preaching? 7 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the
word of Christ.”

Romans 15:4 “4 For whatever was written in former days was written
for ourinstruction, that through endurance and through the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.”

Second, we must remember that Jesus’ words are true. V9-11 “?and
returning from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and
to all the rest. *® Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary
the mother of James and the other women with them who told these
things to the apostles, 1 but these words seemed to them an idle tale,
and they did not believe them.” Listen carefully, the words they carry
back to the disciples were not their words, but Jesus’ words. God’s
words. Had they received the proclamation given by the women their
despair would have become hope. Their disappointment turned into
joy! There are many that believe the words we proclaim constitute
nothing more than a fairytale. Make no mistake about, this story is no
fairytale, neither is it mythology. Hear me this morning! We don’t
believe in the resurrection of Jesus because we are smart nor is it
because we are foolish. We only believe because the Holy Spirit has
opened our eyes, ears and hearts to the truth of God’s word, to the
truth of the resurrection. So, when we sing the words, Jesus is risen
today, we know this to be true in our hearts. There are those who have
mastered the word of God for the classroom and yet they do not
believe. Read as much as we want, lest the Holy Spirit gives us eyes to



see, ears to hear and hearts to receive we will miss it. We remember
that Christ’s words are true and in remembering we are healed, we
are set free, over and over and over again.

Matt 13:10-15 “°Then the disciples came and said to him, “Why do
you speak to them in parables?” 1 And he answered them, “To you it
has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to
them it has not been given. 2 For to the one who has, more will be
given, and he will have an abundance, but from the one who has
not, even what he has will be taken away. 3 This is why | speak to them
in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not
hear, nor do they understand. ' Indeed, in their case the prophecy of
Isaiah is fulfilled that says: ““You will indeed hear but never
understand, and you will indeed see but never perceive.” **For this
people's heart has grown dull, and with their ears they can barely
hear, and their eyes they have closed, lest they should see with their
eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their heart
and turn, and | would heal them.”

1 Cor 1:17-21 “Y" For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach
the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of
Christ be emptied of its power. ¥ For the word of the cross is folly
to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the
power of God. ¥ For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the
wise, and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.” 22 Where is
the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 2! For since,
in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom,
it pleased God through the folly of what we preach®! to save those
who believe.”


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Cor%201%3A17-21&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28368a

Third and most important thing we must remember the tomb was
empty. V12 “2But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping and
looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; and he went home
marveling at what had happened.” The historical record reveals that
Jesus lived and that there is no tomb. And as impossible as rising from
the dead may seem to us, as it did to the disciples, it is the hope of
the Gospel. The resurrection of Jesus is the most important event in
the history of the church, as a matter of fact in the world. Everything
we believe and hold to hinges on Christ rising from the dead. If he did
not rise there is no victory. If he did rise there is no hope. If he did not
rise our gathering, our faith is in vain. If he did not rise all is lost. God
forbid. Church, he rose. And because he rose, we have life eternal ad
we must be constantly reminded of this so that we will never forget.
Isaiah 53:3-5 “He was despised and rejected—a man of sorrows,
acquainted with deepest grief. We turned our backs on him and
looked the other way. He was despised, and we did not care. 4 Yet it
was our weaknesses he carried; it was our sorrows that weighed him
down. And we thought his troubles were a punishment from God, a
punishment for his own sins! ®But he was pierced for our rebellion,
crushed for our sins. He was beaten so we could be whole. He was
whipped so we could be healed. ¢ All of us, like sheep, have strayed
away. We have left God’s paths to follow our own. Yet the Lord laid on
him the sins of us all.”

Church, remember! In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen!



