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March 23, 2025 

John 15:1-8 

“Fruit Matters” 

Jesus was accustomed to crowds. He was also accustomed to the 
crowds dispersing because of his teaching. Particularly, his hard 
lessons. One such lesson is found in John 6:48-71. I want to read 
just a few of these verses but strongly encourage you to read them 
all in your study time this week. 
48 I am the bread of life. 49 Your fathers ate the manna in the 
wilderness, and they died. 50 This is the bread that comes down from 
heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living 
bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he 
will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world 
is my Ňesh.” 52 The Jews then disputed among themselves, 
saying, “How can this man give us his Ňesh to eat?” 53 So Jesus said to 
them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the Ňesh of the Son of 
Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you….60 When many of 
his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who can listen 
to it?”… 66 AŌer this many of his disciples turned back and no longer 
walked with him.” 

I certainly know what is like for people to love you unƟl you say 
something they do not like. Jesus oŌen found himself in this place. As 
Taylor said to me in a conversaƟon recently, Jesus oŌen divided the 
room. In our culture of easy believism, to hold to the scriptures to 
closely is to divide the room. This text is in my opinion another one of 
Jesus’ hard lessons that has the power to divide the room. Why? Well, 
it makes clear that fruit bearing is a requirement and evidence of true 
discipleship. True disciples bear fruit. The fruit we produce or do not 
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produce maƩers and has consequence. With this said, let’s look at the 
text more closely. 
First, we see that God is the fruit inspector. He is measuring our 
producƟon. V1-2 ““I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes 
away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may 
bear more fruit.” The branches that fail to produce no fruit he cuts 
away. Those branches that are producing he prunes so that they will 
bear more. Consequences, right. To understand the criƟcal nature of 
fruit bearing or not we must conƟnue to read, because later in the 
text Jesus makes clear what happens to the branches that are cut 
away. Verse 6, “6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like 
a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the 
Įre, and burned.” Here’s what I see, associaƟon with Jesus is not 
enough. Simply being in proximity to Jesus will not do. That is to say 
seeing him as nothing more than a good person or a good teacher or 
a great moral example to follow falls uƩerly short.  
John 3:1-3 “Now there was a man of the Pharisees 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by 
night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come 
from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with 
him.”3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one 
is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
Luke 18:18-19 “18 And a ruler asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I 
do to inherit eternal life?” 19 And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call 
me good? No one is good except God alone.” 
Jesus has very liƩle Ɵme for niceƟes. He is always geƫng at what we 
believe about him, chieŇy that he is the Son of God. The promised 
Messiah. God in Ňesh, the one who takes away the sins of the world.  
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AssociaƟon with Jesus is not enough, only true inƟmacy will do. V4-
5 “4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I 
am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, 
he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.” 
To bear fruit we must be in Jesus and Jesus must be in us. So, what is 
it to abide, and how does one do so? To abide in Jesus is to be rooted 
in him, to be kniƩed to him. And to be rooted, to be kniƩed to Jesus 
requires the word and Holy Spirit. V3, 7 “3 Already you are 
clean because of the word that I have spoken to you….  If you abide in 
me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be 
done for you.” And so that we do not make the mistake of 
misinterpreƟng what Jesus means here, what we wish for will be 
directly Ɵed to our fruit bearing. Think about, Church. If we are truly 
abiding in Jesus and his words are abiding in us, what things are we 
wishing for? If we are in inƟmacy with Jesus, I believe our wishing is 
primarily that which gloriĮes him and ulƟmately, the Father. Fruit, 
Sisters and Brothers. Fruit.  
John 14:15-18 “15 “If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him 
nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in 
you.18 “I will not leave you as orphans;” 
Romans 8:6-11 “6 So leƫng your sinful nature control your mind leads 
to death. But leƫng the Spirit control your mind leads to life and 
peace.7 For the sinful nature is always hosƟle to God. It never did obey 
God’s laws, and it never will. 8 That’s why those who are sƟll under the 
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control of their sinful nature can never please God. 9 But you are not 
controlled by your sinful nature. You are controlled by the Spirit if you 
have the Spirit of God living in you. (And remember that those who 
do not have the Spirit of Christ living in them do not belong to him at 
all.) 10 And Christ lives within you, so even though your body will die 
because of sin, the Spirit gives you life because you have been made 
right with God. 11 The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, 
lives in you. And just as God raised Christ Jesus from the dead, he will 
give life to your mortal bodies by this same Spirit living within you.” 
NLT 
Only true inƟmacy will do. 
Finally, the fruit we bear maƩers because this is how we glorify God. 
V8 “8 By this my Father is gloriĮed, that you bear much fruit and so 
prove to be my disciples.” I am certain when we hear fruit scripturally 
our minds immediately think of the fruit of the Spirit. Unfortunately, 
that’s not the meaning here. The Greek word is the same, karpos. 
Karpos of the Spirit is referring to that which is naturally produced in 
our lives by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. And certainly, that which 
the Holy Spirit produces in us gives way to us ulƟlmately producing 
the karpos that Jesus menƟons here. So, what is it? It is to accomplish 
much for the propagaƟon of the Gospel and its furtherance in the 
souls of men and women. So, in what way or ways are you, are we 
leading others to Christ? And knowing our tradiƟon well and the 
objecƟon that is sure come as a result of this quesƟon let make clear 
that disciples have always been charged by Christ with making other 
disciples. That is to say that God/Jesus has chosen us to be the means 
by which the Gospel of Jesus spreads. Yes, salvaƟon sƟll remains the 
work of God in a person’s life, but Jesus uses us to get his message 
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across. When a person comes to faith as the result of our eīort Christ 
is magniĮed and God is gloriĮed.  
2Peter 3:4-10 “4 They will say, “Where is the promise of his coming? 
For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are conƟnuing as they 
were from the beginning of creaƟon.” 5 For they deliberately overlook 
this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed 
out of water and through water by the word of God, 6 and that by 
means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water 
and perished. 7 But by the same word the heavens and earth that now 
exist are stored up for Įre, being kept unƟl the day of judgment 
and destrucƟon of the ungodly.8 But do not overlook this one fact, 
beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day.9 The Lord is not slow to fulĮll his 
promise as some count slowness, but is paƟent toward you, not 
wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach 
repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and 
then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly 
bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works 
that are done on it will be exposed.”  
Church, fruit maƩers. In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

     

 


