March 16, 2025

Mark 2:13-17
Sinners Only

The flyer on the door post read: The doctor is in, and he has room
only for sinners because his only specialty is human depravity. Good
news, he has never lost a patient. Not once. No insurance is required.
No payment necessary. Healing for the sin-sick soul is guaranteed. No
costly treatments. No complicated regimens. Just a few simple
requirements: You must acknowledge your need for the Physician.
Full acceptance of diagnosis is necessary, and second opinions are not
optional for this physician is the chief expert in both diagnosis and
cure. Every patient receives the same compassionate, unbiased, life-
changing care. Follow-up care included and will cover the rest of your
natural life. Side effects of treatment: You will think differently. Act
differently. See the world differently. Treat others differently. Desire
different things. You will become selfless. More patient. More
compassionate. More forgiving. More loving. You will never be the
same.

Jim stood outside, reading the sign and watching the line of people
waiting to see the doctor. He was intrigued by what he read—but
then he looked through the window.

There sat John, an alcoholic. Mike, a drug addict. Pam, a prostitute.

Jim shook his head. "Certainly not for me," he thought. "Who would
want to deal with people like that?"



After all, Jim was a good person. He worked hard. He was faithful to
his wife. He provided for his children.

But then, a memory surfaced—one he’d long buried. That time he
stole a colleague’s idea, the one that landed him a promotion. "It
wasn’t my fault," he told himself. "She shouldn’t have shared it with
me if she wasn’t sure."

That’s just how life worked. He hadn’t done anything that bad. Not
like them.

He glanced back at the sign: "The Doctor is in, and He has room only
for sinners."

Jim mumbled the words under his breath, then shook them off. "Let
me get on with my day," he thought. And with that, he walked away.

Luke 18:9-14 “° Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in
themselves that they were righteous, and despised others: ®“Two
men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a
tax collector. ¥ The Phariseestood and prayed thus with
himself, ‘God, | thank You that | am not like other men—extortioners,
unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. 12| fast twice a week; |
give tithes of all that | possess.” 13 And the tax collector, standing afar
off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast,
saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ 1 tell you, this man went
down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who
exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be
exalted.”



As it concerns sin, no one receives a pass. Repentance is in order for
every human being. Those who are well have no need of a physician,
but those who are sick. | did not come to call the righteous, but
sinners, to repentance.

The flyer on the door post continued: Sinners only. Those who realize
they are in such a predicament that they by no effort of their own can
redeem themselves. As a result, they acknowledge they are utterly
dependent upon God to do so.

Mary read the sign, and one word stood out. “Sinner.”

She watched as people clamored at the door, standing on their
tiptoes, trying to look inside. "Is that who they are?" she wondered.

She scoffed. "Sinner? Certainly not me."

"I'm a good person. | followed all the rules as a child. Never once
disobeyed my father or mother. | serve at the local shelter. | even took
in an orphan once. | donate to charities. Last year, | went on a mission
trip.

And unlike all the other girls, | waited until marriage."
She shook her head. "A sinner? Not me."
And with that, she walked away.

Romans 3:10-12 “%As it is written: “There is none righteous, no, not
one; ' There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after



God. 2They have all turned aside; They have together become
unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one.”

Romans 3:21-24 “? But now the righteousness of God apart from the
law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22even
the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on
all who believe. For there is no difference; 22 for all have sinned and
fall short of the glory of God, #*being justified freely by His
grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.”

As it concerns sin, our notion of good is not good enough. Those
who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. | did
not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.

The flyer ended with: No sinner is beyond the physician’s healing
prowess.

As Sam stood in line, reading the sign, he felt overwhelmed by the
possibility of healing.

For years, he had carried a secret—one no one knew. A truth so heavy,
he was certain that if anyone found out, it would ruin him.

Sam had been molested as a boy. And in turn... he had molested
another. The guilt, the shame—it followed him everywhere. “Would
this Physician really accept him? Could he finally be freed from the
darkness that had afflicted him for so long?”, he thought to himself.



As he stood there, as if frozen in time, hope and doubt waged war
within him. But then, with a deep breath—Sam stepped forward and
walked in.

John 6:37-40 “37 All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the
one who comes to Me | will by no means cast out. 3 For | have come
down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who
sent Me. ¥ This is the will of the Father who sent Me, that of all He
has given Me | should lose nothing, but should raise it up at the last
day. ¥ And this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees
the Son and believes in Him may have everlasting life; and | will raise
him up at the last day.”

No matter how dark the sin, Jesus can make us whole.

Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are
sick. | did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.

Brothers and Sisters, sinners only. In the name of the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. Amen.



