February 16, 2025
Luke 6:39-42
“A Good Teacher”

Teachers have a tremendous impact on us and the good ones we often
seek to emulate. | would dare to say everyone sitting here today or
watching via our live stream can think of at least one teacher who
influenced you significantly, good or bad. | have a few. Mrs.
Whitehearse, my kindergarten teacher, who loved me and genuinely
cared for me. So much so, | have never forgotten her. Mrs. Finkley, my
sixth-grade teacher. She would not let me settle for mediocrity. She
saw in me what no other teacher up to that point had seen in me, or
at least they never said it. That | was highly intelligent. Her words.
Therefore, she refused to allow me to be okay with settling for less.
And let me say, realizing my full potential in her class was a very
uncomfortable process at times. If you catch my drift. Then there was
Mrs. Surles, who | loved dearly. She was my math teacher. She so
inspired me that | wanted to be like her and teach math. | came very
close to doing that had it not been for a summer work study my
sophomore year in college that landed me a full academic scholarship
from the School of Business. That’s another story for another time.
Then there is my pastor, Rev. Dr. Steve Daniels Jr. and my preaching
seminary professor, Rev. Dr. Richard Boyce. | am the pastor that | am
because of them. Teachers have a tremendous impact on us and the
good ones we often seek to emulate. There is no teacher we come
under that has a greater impact on us than Jesus. His teaching literally
changes the course of our lives, temporally and eternally. But only if
we sit up under him, take in what he teaches and apply it to our lives.
And his tutelage, once it begins, is a process that lasts the rest of our
natural lives. With this said, | want to share with you three truths |



gather about our good teacher from this text. Three truths, that will
define us as his disciples once we are fully trained.

First truth, as our good teacher Jesus can be trusted. V39 “3°He also
told them a parable: “Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will they not
both fall into a pit?” There is no question that every audience Jesus
taught was hearing teaching that stood in stark contrast to the
teaching of the day, from teachers who claimed to represent God. And
so, his words here are both fitting and an indictment on the religious
establishment of his day. | can’t help but wonder if his words speak to
the situation in the church in America, today. The blind, spiritual,
should never expect to find assistance from those who suffer from the
same. But this is the point, isn’t it. The spiritual blind believe in fact
that they see. Jesus is not blind and so we can trust that his teaching,
his gospel, will never lead us astray. Following Jesus, though it may
lead to suffering, ridicule, and the like, will never land us in the end in
a pit. The pit of deception, despair, disappointment, destruction.
Christ sees clearly and he points us, he leads us, he directs us in the
path of righteousness. That path, the only path, which leads to
eternity with him and God. The fully trained disciple is not blind
because his/her good teacher is Jesus, and he/she follows him.

John 15:20-26 “?°* Remember the word that | said to you: ‘A servant is
not greater than his master.” If they persecuted me, they will also
persecute you.If they kept my word, they will also keep
yours. 21But all these things they will do to you on account of my
name, because they do not know him who sent me. #?If | had not
come and spoken to them, they would not have been guilty of sin,! but
now they have no excuse for their sin. 22 Whoever hates me hates my
Father also. 2*If | had not done among them the works that no one



else did, they would not be guilty of sin, but now they have seen and
hated both me and my Father. ” ESV

Matt 13:13-16 “*3*That is why | use these parables, For they look, but
they don’t really see. They hear, but they don’t really listen or
understand. ¥ This fulfills the prophecy of Isaiah that says, ‘When you
hear what | say, you will not understand. When you see what | do, you
will not comprehend. ** For the hearts of these people are hardened,
and their ears cannot hear, and they have closed their eyes—so their
eyes cannot see, and their ears cannot hear, and their hearts cannot
understand, and they cannot turn to me and let me heal them.” ¢ “But
blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they
hear.”

John 10:27-29 “?” My sheep listen to my voice; | know them, and they
follow me. 28| give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No
one can snatch them away from me, 2 for my Father has given them
to me, and he is more powerful than anyone else. No one can snatch
them from the Father’s hand.”

Second truth, as our good teacher Jesus is to be emulated above all
others. V40 “4° A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when
he is fully trained will be like his teacher.” Who do you want to be like
most? Or who have you pattern your life after? A very important
qguestion for that person or thing has become your master and you,
his/her or it’s disciple. Certainly, we, followers of Jesus want to be like
him, pattern our lives after his, or do we? Jesus is to be emulated
above all because he does not expect us to be what he is not or to do
what he has not done. And everything he asks of us in his word he
enables us to do and to be. If this weren’t so he would be guilty of
hypocrisy. For this is the essence of hypocrisy, expecting from others
that which you have not done or been or have no intention of being



or doing. There is no more condemning criticism that Jesus makes
about the religious leaders of his day than hypocrisy and no disciple
of Jesus Christ should be counted among such a group, especially if
we are like him and the fully trained disciple indeed is. Lord God,
forgive us for our hypocrisy! Forgive me for the times | have been a
hypocrite!

1 John 2:4-6 “*Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his
commandmentsis a liar, andthe truth is not in him,>but
whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By
this we may know that we are in him:®*whoever says he abides in
him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked.” ESV

1 Cor 10:32-11:1 “32Give no offense, either to the Jews or to the
Greeks or to the church of God, 33justas | also please all men in
all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of many, that they
may be saved. 11 Imitate me, just as | also imitate Christ.” NKJV

Matt 23:13,15, 33 “!3 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees,
you hypocrites! You shut the door of the kingdom of heaven in
people’s faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those
enter who are trying to. ¥®* “Woe to you, teachers of the law and
Pharisees, you hypocrites! You travel over land and sea to win a single
convert, and when you have succeeded, you make them twice as
much a child of hell as you are... 3“You snakes! You brood of
vipers! How will you escape being condemned to hell?”

Third and final truth, as our good teacher Jesus’ is no hypocrite. V41-
42 “*\Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do
not notice the log that is in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your
brother, ‘Brother, let me take out the speck that is in your eye,” when
you yourself do not see the log that is in your own eye? You hypocrite,
first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to



take out the speck that is in your brother's eye.” Jesus has no sin and
thus he could never be guilty of hypocrisy. He alone sees clearly. He
always sees the truth about us and his evaluation of us is never biased.
When we hear a word from Jesus that strikes a chord, especially an
uncomfortable one like this text, do not be quick to ignore it. Be ready,
or even more ready to accept it in the same manner we receive a
comfortable word from God. This is a mark of spiritual maturity, but
more importantly leads to us being fully trained.

Prov 3:11-12 “My son, do not despise the Lord’s discipline, and do not
resent his rebuke,?because the Lord disciplines those he loves, as a
father the son he delights in.”

Heb 12:9-11 “°Moreover, we have all had human fathers who
disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should
we submit to the Father of spirits and live! ** They disciplined us for a
little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good,
in order that we may share in his holiness. **No discipline seems
pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a
harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained
by it.”

Jesus, our good teacher. In the name of Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.



