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“You’re Just in Love”

	“I hear singing and there’s no one there.  I smell blossoms but the trees are bare.  All day long I’m walking on the air.  I wonder why.  I wonder why.  I keep talking in my sleep at night.  And what’s more I’ve lost my appetite!  Stars that used to twinkle in the sky are twinklin’ in my eye.  I wonder why.” 
 	
	There is nothing quite like being in love.  It can bring joy, steal sleep, give purpose and lead us to lose ourselves in something more.  Being in love has a way of throwing our sense of the world off…all our efforts to chart our course are impacted by what is happening to us and what we are doing.      

	Being in love helps us transcend the limits of human life.  Being in love provides us with perspective to see beyond the edges of our current reality - to believe in more than we can see.  

It is also true we are vulnerable when we are in love.  The soft underbelly of our being is exposed and there are no guarantees as to how it will all end.   When we are in love and offer ourselves to another – they may love us back – and they may not.  There are no guarantees in the experience of being in love.  But my goodness – the positive changes and things which have been done for love are without number.  

Dr. Frieda Gardner taught Christian education at Princeton Seminary for a long time.  She taught at a time it was unusual to have a woman on the teaching staff.  She used to say, “Oh, that all the world were courting at the same time.  That everyone was putting their best foot forward and setting aside themselves for others.  Wars would disappear and peace would reign over the earth – if all the world were in love at the same time.”  

	And she was right - life is better when we live in love.  Life is better when we know who we are and to whom we belong.  Life is better when we know that our daily adventure of living is more than the sum of its parts.      

	Paul talks today about the difference between living in the spirit and living according to the flesh.  We have historically made the mistake of reading this text to mean if we are God’s children and living according to the Spirit, we cannot enjoy chocolate or sex.  But that’s not what Paul is talking about.  Paul is talking about the difference between believing life is defined by what we know and manage – or believing we are God’s – and life which matters comes from God to whom we belong completely.   

	Paul tells us today that who we are and the spirit out of which we live our lives is everything.  Love is the bond of relationship – and relationship is what we need to thrive.  
Living by the flesh means we are – in essence – imagining life is only about us – and we  aspire to make life do what we want.  It is a hard job description.  Living by the Spirit, on the other hand, means we aspire to do what God wants – and it comes with the dividend of diminishing fear.

	When we believe that it is all on us – that all that matters in life is molding the world around us so we are happy – there is a lot to fear.  “What if this doesn’t work?  What if I don’t get what I want?  What if the sneaking suspicion I have that I am not enough turns out to be right?”  Fear can paralyze and hold us in check.  But once we get a better understanding of life than trying to make a chaotic world behave for us –Things can  open-up.  

	Life opens when we rediscover who we are…when we understand that we have a place we belong – and wonder of wonders – miracle of miracles – we belong in God’s family, as God’s children, living by God’s spirit.  And when we settle in where we belong…we can stop worrying that our vain efforts to control the world around us will fail.  Because they will fail – and by the grace of God – meaningful life will go on.    

	We often think we are not at our sharpest when we are in love.  But maybe that’s O.K.  Maybe, knowing who we are, and that love is meant to be what holds together all our relationships has a logic and a destiny all its own.  After all, would it be so bad if the worst criticism levelled at us turned out to be, “What you care a about most is love?” or “You’re just in love?”  What if God’s love just spilled out of our lives?  Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we knew deep down who we are – and lived as God’s faithful children?  All of this can happen – because I know you – you’re just in love.  And the one who loved you first, loves you more than you will ever know.      








