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	When you travel, it is such a mixed bag.  It is both wonderful to get away – and a great thing to come back home.  Traveling gives a break from  routine – and having a place to call home brings belonging and comfort.  

	Today’s text is the epitome of pre-trip planning.  Jesus, in this part of John’s gospel, is preparing those who followed him – those he loved – for living life without his physical presence.    

	I find this part of Jesus’ encouragement to be a bit strange.  Perhaps I struggle with agricultural metaphors.  Jesus gets them to focus and tells them:  Get in there and do well - and if you do – my father will trim you back.  How does this not sound like, “No good deed goes unpunished?”  We are wired to imagine more is always better and anything we don’t have feels like loss.  But when we delve into the world of nature through gardens, trees, and yards we have real life experience to remind us that our instincts can be really wrong.  Just because something exists doesn’t mean we need it nor that it will be good for us.  It turns out, we want to be comfortable – but God wants us healthy.    

In our family we love large impressive trees and beautiful ornamental trees.  Talk about vines feels out of place to us.  But in the Middle East, vines have been an important part of daily life forever.  They know the power of interwoven vines.  Life spreads powerfully through vines. The good news of God today is that the life of Jesus spreads that way too; Sometimes with and sometimes without our help.  Either way, God’s life will not be stopped.  

	
 How many of you have ever seen an Aspen Grove?  They often take whole sections of a mountain side.  And we do see many trees there…but they are all connected by their root systems – Biologically this is considered one organism…one incredibly old, beautiful, and strong organism.  

	My wife and I were planting trees a few weekends ago…and in order to plant we had to first prepare new beds…pulling out the sod -tilling the soil.  Both of those things were made immeasurably hard by the root systems running through the ground where we wanted to plant; woven into each other, woven into the sod and never ending.  After the third time through I thought we were done…not even close!  I had forgotten the power of all those vines woven together.  Even those which were no longer technically alive were formidable…which makes me think of heritage.  Planting and doing well are important not just for now…but also for the future we will not see.  Strength we have now was planted by those who went before us and we nurture roots now which will help those who come after.  Even when there is pruning along the way.  It is crucial for us to remember that pruning can lead to improved life.    

Trimming, and cleansing are required for long term health – even if we don’t like it.  Jesus says it is what we need so we can bear even more fruit – live deeper and more meaningful lives embodying God’s love.  

Long winter seasons are a part of our lives.  They can be cold, harsh, and barren.  But they lead to Spring.   Life’s challenges prepare us for what will come.  We don’t like pruning, but the cleansing it brings nourishes  life.   
  
Sometimes it feels as if God has been trimming at the corners of our lives.  And sometimes our lives feel like a pile of dead sticks...but God is always tending the gardens of our lives - and Spring is coming.  Do not give up hope - God’s life surges through the world.  Always.  

Be strong and courageous - Jesus is the vine - we are the branches - and New life is coming.  




