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“Engage the Dance”
How many of you are dancers?  Dancing can banish the ordinary and enliven our spirits.    Yet, even with the popularity of shows featuring dancing on television, there are still quite a few people who when asked about it will firmly reply, “I don’t dance.”  

I have had moments of happiness dancing, but also moments of uncertainty and confusion.  Putting a negative slant on it we might consider Kenny Loggins’ words – which at least allow us to blame our parents for our problems.  “Your momma don’t dance and your daddy don’t rock and roll…The old folks say that you gotta end your date by ten.  If you’re out on a date and you bring her home late, it’s a sin.  You know there’s no excuse, you know you’re gonna lose, you never win.  I’ll say it again.  And it’s all because your mamma don’t dance and your daddy don’t rock and roll…

Now if we were to come at this from a more positive angle, we might listen to Irving Berlin who counsels us:  
“The best things happen while you’re dancing
Things that you would not do at home come nat’rally on the floor.
For dancing soon becomes romancing.
When you hold a girl in your arms that you’ve never held before.

Even guys with two left feet
come out all right if the girl is sweet.
If by chance their cheeks should meet
while dancing…
Proving that the best things happen while you dance.

So, did your mamma dance?  Do the best things happen while your dancing?  Dancing in today’s sermon is the imagery for engaging God’s possibilities.  

Our text from Acts today is a sleeper.  We can wonder what on earth, if anything, it has to do with us.  But today’s text is important because it reminds us that even the early disciples were trying to figure out what’s right.  And in trying to get it right they were hasty.  The disciples in today’s reading are learning to dance.    

How many of you have ever heard of Matthias before?  The disciples apparently decided it wasn’t possible to go forward as the followers of Jesus with eleven disciples.  So they fixed it!   They did try to include God through the casting of lots.  And they were very careful about who was qualified to be on the ballot.  This is a strong indication that the disciples would one day become Presbyterian.  This is out of balance - we have to fix it!  

Today’s text shines a light on the important dance of people of faith between tradition - the way things have been - and respect for God’s activity - which may take us down new paths and places we haven’t been.  

In the tradition of the New Testament, the one who becomes the last apostle is the man who wrote most of the New Testament - Paul.  Paul is the one who is “untimely born.”  In the providence of God, we don’t know a thing about Matthias - be we know a lot about Paul.

This is the dance which must be done.  It is a dance which requires respect as well as a spirit of adventure; understanding of the past as well as openness to the future.  This dance is crucial for people of faith.  This congregation has a proud heritage of traditional worship and has spent a great deal of effort looking for new clothing for what has been.  It is a dance all people of faith, here or anywhere else, are wise to participate in.  If we are that Junior High School boy who shoves his hands in his pockets and says I am not comfortable, “I don’t want to dance.” - the dance goes on without us – and someone dances with the person we like - and we miss out.  We miss out when we don’t engage the dance between meaningful tradition and new directions.  If we fear the new will cost us or believe it is easier to jettison the past – we will miss the joy of the dance with God’s possibilities.  

The answer is not digging in our heels - but in kicking up our heels in dance; dancing with tradition and the new to music played by the spirit of God.  We may have to quiet our souls and overcome our fear to hear God’s music…but it is there.  Of all people Frederick Neitsche has words of encouragement for us.  Words which remind us that in a life of faith, not everything is patently obvious.  “Those who were seen dancing were thought insane by those who could not hear the music.”  God fill us with the music of the spirit for dancing.    

Rooted and flexible - even if people think we are crazy - let’s join together in dancing to God’s music.  Believing with conviction that, at least in this case, the best things really do happen while we are dancing. 

