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“Mind Your Life”
Can you believe we have arrived at the beginning of holy week?  Absolute proof that time flies whether we are having fun or not.  This week holds mystery and wonder.  And it flies in the face of our expectation and habit.  Sunday to Saturday holy week looks like a great week gone bad.  How can something good end with death?  Holy week flies in the face of our natural instincts. 

We live in covenant with God and each other.  There may be as many ways of defining what it means to be church as there are people.  And sometimes we tussle with over how best be the community of faith.  

Because covenant comes from God doesn’t make life suddenly easy.  Fortunately, we have been given clues along the way.  Our passage today from Philippians is important and famous.  Paul appeals to a faith community he loves.  A faith community which has begun to have disagreement over what was most important and how to be faithful.  And being people - at some point it becomes personal.  And it can be hard to recover from a spiral of conflict.  

Paul offers advice on covenant life together by reminding us we are on the same team.  Yet sometimes people on our own team drive us crazy.  So, Paul takes the next step and reminds us how the team got here to begin with.  

“Have this mind among you which was in Christ Jesus who though he was in the form of God did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped but emptied himself.”  If we are going to live well as God’s children and with one another, we must give up the innate human drive to imagine we are in control and the center of attention.  It brings a smile to hear Teddy Roosevelt’s daughter description of her dad.  “Father wanted to be the bride at every wedding and the corpse at every funeral”.  The wry smile isn’t to think less of Teddy Roosevelt but to recognize the telltale sign of human nature.  It is in our nature to want to grasp at what appears valuable and and might make us more.  

Paul encourages us to remember we belong to each other and can find courage in the face of disagreement.  Traditionally, some people of faith have translated this holy value into very specific behavioral standards:  Don’t drink, don’t dance, don’t have fun.  In this scenario we are all a hot mess, but if we keep our head down maybe God won’t notice.  

Paul chooses to work on the other side of the equation.... since there is encouragement in Christ - since there is consolation in love and since we share in God’s spirit - we have what it takes to live a covenant life together in faithfulness to God.  How can it be pulled off when we don’t agree on everything?  By living according to the DNA which is ours as God’s children. Being of the same mind doesn’t mean we all agree on everything - being of the same mind means we have the same outlook on the nature and purpose of life - the outlook we get from him who loved us and gave himself for us.  Some of us who have the mind of Christ have mathematical minds....well some of you do.  Some have analytical minds and some have inspiring creativity, some have a gift for deepening connection and realationship.  Whatever our gifts or style - we are molded by the mind of Christ so that no matter our style the mind of Christ guides us.  

Having the mind of Christ, we live with confidence that willingness to serve God is everything.  It is everything.  And it leads to our serving each other.    

Let’s build on the reality of Christ in our lives - courageously giving up imagined glory which was never ours and embrace service and belonging to God who holds us forever.  It is win-win.  It is the secret of living life in covenant with God.  It is the secret to living in accord with our spiritual DNA as God’s children.  Let us have this mind among us - the mind of Christ.  God’s gift - that we may have the grace to mind our lives – and give glory to God as we do it.  

