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“What Will Happen?”
	
What will happen next?  Last year hasn’t given us a lot to work with and the beginning of this year has not been encouraging.  We have a palpable sense of uncertainty right now:  In dealing with each other, in fighting a virus and in the divisiveness of our politics.  It can be a worrisome thing to ask, “What will happen?” 

	We heard the first lines of Genesis read for us this morning.  The beginning of everything.  Standing in an uncertain January is a good time to reconsider the beginning of everything.  No one knows the future - and we often imagine it in its most tattered clothing.  So, let’s look to the very distant past for direction.      

	Traditional exegesis of this passage asserts that the heavens and the earth were made out of nothing.  “Ex-nihlio” is the Latin phrase.  God created and before that creation - nothing.  There are those who disagree with this - but I think it is spot on and crucial.  Powerful hope is wrapped up in the phrase - “In the beginning God created.”  God created without anything in hand.  God created with nothing to work with.  God chooses to create.  (Image from Nasa)  
These images from space inspire me to try to get my head around creating in the midst of nothing.  

	What a difference for us if we believe in the days ahead our God can create amazing things using whatever is offered in any circumstance.  God can create in a world which has lost its footing and is unsure of itself.  God continues to create and is not limited by the past or who God is working with.  God does wonders: even with us - even this year.  

	One rendering of the formless void says, “the earth was unproductive and uninhabited.”  There are days no matter how much gets done it feels unproductive.  How can we work all day and still have a “to do” list as long as our arm?  And sometimes, no matter how many people we talk to - we feel very much alone.  God’s creative power can work in and through us - even when we it seems everything we touch turns to mud.  Even when our most important relationships feel disjointed.  

God can use both dark and light - but creation begins with God creating order - and if we are going to do well in this moment of life - we will look for the light and life-giving order God can bring.  As God’s children we yearn for the things of the light.    

Imagining the whole year ahead is overwhelming.  Believing in God’s creative power we can engage today – and like that first day -  move from chaos to order - from darkness to light.    

These lines at the beginning of everything remind us, as John Calvin put it, “God made nothing without reason or design.”  Friends we are a part of God’s amazing and never-ending creation.  Do not be intimidated by what is to come.  God made you - God made us - God made the world - for holy and important reasons - and we can count on God’s faithfulness as we live into the days ahead.

(Picture of track into fog)  
This picture speaks to me of the nature of life.  We easily 
wonder and worry - “What will happen?” because we can’t see very far ahead.  In so doing, we often miss the beauty and opportunity which is right in front of us.  We are reminded by simple and profound verses today that what really matters is, “What will God do?”  What will the faithful God who specializes in creating that which is good do in the days ahead?  How wonderful we can be a part of the good work of God.  Be of good courage - and look for the good creative work of God in your life and in the world.  It’s always there - watch expectantly for what our creative and good God will do.  


