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With the prevalence of thunderstorms this
summer and some infrequent lightning strikes,
both to St. Thomas Episcopal Church and also
to our own building, I was reminded of a
stmilar incident that happened just twenty
years ago this month.

The following excerpts are taken from the
October 2, 1984 Board of Trustees minutes:

“There was exctensive damage to the church when it was

struck by lightning on September 25th. The chimney

was knocked down with much damage to the roof. The

cap stones around the top of the chimney were knocked
off and one carved cap stone was broken. . . There was
water damage to the second and third floors and the
east stairwell. The areas will have to be replastered
and painted. There is also some damage to a corner of
the ceiling in the sanctuary.”

A reminiscence by the Rev. Craig Lindsey,

former minister of Christian Education, vividly

recalled that morning:

“The other tidbits that stick in my mind, are that the
very morning after I was ordained, while the Women's
Bible Study met with Rev. Bill Harvey, the church
building was struck by lightning. Bill and the 1 adzes
always look responsibility for causing it, but 1 had a
Jeeling it was God's reaction to my ordination. I will
never forget Bill and I standing thigh deep in water in
the stairwell as water poured through the roof. 11 was
“My Baptism to the Ministry.”

The November Carzllon fills us in on the
plans that were taken to handle the repairs
to the church:

“The storm damage to our building was extensive
and it now appears that repair will take longer than
first antecipated. Becanse the interior damage was
great, the Trustees have asked bids to repair and at
the same time upgrade the east stairwell so that it
will be fire safe and the window frames will be
renewed.”

Bids were solicited from five local
contractors for the adding of necessary
partial walls and door fittings and doors,
plus closing some openings and the
electrical work in providing a fire-coded,
enclosed stairwell. On November 13, 1984
the Trustees met and made the following
decision:

“It was moved by |. Swan, seconded by A. Angood
that Associated (Construction) be given the base bid
and the alternate bid #2 for §17,596 and that all
Pplastering be eliminated from the bid and that this
work be awarded 1o Ferguson-Fruin through the
insurance company. Moltion passed.”

“Warning -- Work Underway,” was the title of
a January 1985 Canllon article which
continues the repair saga:

“Vor the next several weeks the east entrance fo the
Church (Shaw side) will be undergoing both repatr
and reconstruction. Y ou will see the outside
scaffolding and from time to time we will not be able
to use the east door. First the chimney and roof
damages done by the lightning will be repaired. The
tnsede reparr will be done on the third floor. Then
the east stairwell will be enclosed to improve both
our fire safety and energy savings. Please bear with
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