Martin Ashley, Church Historian

The month of November has
been important for First Church from a
“building standpoint.” It was 120 years ago
(1884) this month that our first Chapel was
completed on McCamly Street in downtown
Battle Creek. This small structure was later
added onto in 1896 as our church grew in
membership and served our congregation until
1928 at the northeast corner of West Michigan
Avenue and McCamly Street.

In November 1927, the cornetstone of out
present church was laid in an impressive
ceremony on Thanksgiving Day. Just a year
later, the following article appeared in the
Battle Creek Moon Journal on November 3,

TO MEET IN NEW CHURCH SUNDAY

“Tomorrow for the first tzme the services of the ['irst
Presbyterian church will be held in the beantiful new
building on Maple street. Al services will be held at
the usual hours. While for this and next Sunday the
morning and eventng service of worship will be held in
the basernent assembly room, the Sunday school will
have all of the spacious new quarters provided for this
important part of the church work available, and
Jacilitzes Jor the religious education of the young people
will be better than ever before, with plenty of room for
growth.

The Men'’s class which on account of its large
numbers and the cramped space of the old building
has been meeting for many months in the EIR’s
Temple, will hold its sessions hereafler, beginning
foday, in the fine gymnasium on the top floor of the
Sunday school and social nnit of the new building.
The dedication of the new butlding will be held on
Sunday, November 18, and at the time the
beantiful main auditorium will be used for the first
tinze.

Good progress has been made through the week in
putting in the ornately carved oak woodwork that
will form a great part of the whole front of the
auditorium. Today the men were finishing the
uppper part of this work, which extends high above
the organ loft. And it can already be seen that the
new Presbhyterian auditorium will be one of the most
handsome and churchly in the state. Al through
this week, which was “House Warming” week,
there has been a succession of events at the new

butlding.

On Monday evening the Sunday schoo! forum held
its first session there. On Tuesday evening the first
general meeting in the new building was held, when
200 men gathered for a complimentary dinner,
prepared for them by the women of the Aid Soczety,
and held an enthusiastic session at which they
planned an important work. Those plans
contemplate the clearing up, by the vigorous canvass
to be made tomorrow by 10 men among those whom
pledges have not yet been secured, of what remains of
the building and equipment, a total of §275,000.
As it now stands $137,000 in cash is available
[Jrom contributions and the proceeds of sale of the old
site. Besides this the greater part of the remaining
$138,000 has been pledged. Tomorrow's task is fo
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