Reflgetions of
Ugsteryear

Martin Ashley, Church
Historian

During the late 1950’s and early 1960’s, First
Church was busy helping to start two sister
mission churches. Plans were conceived in
1957 for the formation of a church in the
Lakeview area of southern Battle Creek. In
1958, the Westlake Presbyterian Church was
officially chartered. Several years later,
Pennfield Presbyterian Chutch was organized
to provide a church in the northern part of the
city.

At the Annual Congregational Meeting n
January of 1960, “Dr. Weenink announced the new
potential church site in Pennfield township. The Board
of Church Extenston is securing this property which
they believe fo be the best potential site that they have
known. A Minister to work in this site will be on onr
staff, however the Board of Church Exctension will
assume financial responsibility while First Church will
assume other responsibilities in helping to organize the
new Church.”

The following excerpts from letters written by
the Rev. Robert F. Langwig, organizing
minister for the new Pennfield church, help to
tell the story.

Dear Friends:
June 29, 1960

A Preshyterian Church for the Pennfield area is

Jast becoming a definite reality. I am writing now

1o give you the first of many reporis on progress
being made. Please feel free to share this
information with your neighbors and friends.

A site for the church has been purchased on the
comer of Capital Avenne N.E. and St. Mary's
Lake Road. On this property is the Jormer Hicks
School building which will be used for worship
services and meetings. The Grange located next
door will be used for Church School. Work days
have found us preparing the grounds and the
buildings for worship services and Sunday Schoo!
purposes. There has been much accomplished
through painting, plumbing, electrical, heating, and
gardening work. There is 5till need for more
voluntary work.

First Presbyterian Church has shared with us a
goodly amount of manpower and equipment. T'hey
have given to us pianos, hymnals, chairs, tables, and
other necessary items. The Westlake Presbytertan
Church has given us choir robes and a pulpit.

Many individuals are also giving their time and
lalents on special projects . . .

Another letter from September 1960 shares
the following details on the new church,

Dear Friends

The Presbyterian Church in Pennfield will begin ils
services of worship next Sunday, September 11, at
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