Martin L. Ashley
Church Historian

It is always interesting for me as your
Church Historian to start digging into the
past. I never know what I'll turn up. Just
recently, I was doing some research on the
Rev. Gilbert L. Boyd. He was ordained in
our church in May 1930 and served as an
Assistant Minister under Rev. Aladar T.
Tomshany from 1930-31. After leaving
our church he went to First Presbyterian
Church in Corry, Pennsylvania where he
served the congregation for the next
eighteen years.

I called that church and talked to their
church secretary asking for some
information on Rev. Boyd. It turns out
that she grew up just a few doors from the
church manse and knew Rev. Boyd as a
young girl besides being baptized as an
infant by him. She said she would give my
name to their Church Historian and he
would see what they had. Two weeks later
[ received a packet of data from First
Church in Corry including copies of
Session minutes referencing his call,
installation and resignation along with a
collection of news clippings covering his
ministry

there. After accepting the call to serve the
church in Corry, Rev. Boyd came back to
Battle Creek to marry his sweetheart,

Esther Jane Pettibone, 2 member of our
church and a half-sister to Barb Smith of
our congregation.

The following is taken from the August 2,
1933 edition of the Battle Creek Moon
Journal and tells of the Pettibone-Boyd
wedding.

"One of the most interesting of the midsummer
weddings in Battle Creek will be solemnized in

the First Presbyterian at 4 o'clock this afternoon,
with Miss Esther Jane Pettibone, of 195 West
Fountain Street, and the Rev. Gilbert 1.. Boyd, of
Corry, Pa. as principals.

The service is to be read by the Rev. H. Manson
Lowe, of Paw Paw, Mich., who was a classmate
of the Rev. Mr. Boyd at the Presbyterian
Theological Seminary in Chicago.

Mr. Boyd, formerly assistant pastor of the First
Presbyterian church here, is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. E. A. Boyd, of Cuba, Mo. Miss Pettibone
is the daughter of D. Bruce Pettibone, of Fountain
Street, this city, who will give her in marriage.

Mprs. Helen § nyder Johnson, church organist, will
play the "Bridal Chorus" from "Lobengrin” as
the processional, and the Mendelssobn's "W edding
March" as the recessional.

With her white wedding dress of mousseline de
sole, Miss Pettibone will wear a shoulder veil
canght with orange blossoms. Her arm bouqguet
will be of pale blue Dejphiniums and pale pink
rosebuds. There will be no attendants, but






