Martin Ashley, Church
Historian

Our church faced a
challenge in the fall of
1950 when a Pastor Nominating Committee
was named to select a candidate to replace the
Rev. N. Dan Braby, who was retiring on
December 31st after sixteen years at First
Church. They worked very diligently and were
ready to make their announcement to the
congtregation as is noted in the following
article that appeared in the January 10 edition
of the Enquirer and News.

Name Successor To Rev. Braby

The congregation of the First Preshyterian Church
voted unanimounsly last night to call the Rev. |. Herbert
Garner of Cleveland to fill the pastorate left vacant by
the resignation of the Rev. N. Dan Braby. The Rev.
Mr. Garner accepted the appointment in a telephone
conversation following the meeting. Approval of the
transfer niust now come from the Cleveland Presbytery
Mr. Garner leaves and the Lansing Presbytery fo
which the local church belongs. 'The latter group s
scheduled to meet February 13 and approval is
expected to come at that session.

Mr. Garner's name was presented by Mark H.
Coleman, chatrman of the pulpet nominating
committee, al last night's annual meeting. Other
members of the committee are |. Franklin Stetler,
Milton Ellison, Mark Rabbitt, Mrs. Edward

Baechler, Mrs. C. O. Wilox and Mrs. W. A.
Misick.

Mr. Garner has been assistant pastor of Old Stone
Church in downtown Cleveland since 1947. His
first pastorate was in Cochranton, Pa. He served a
Brownsville, Pa., church for seven years before
moving to the Sixcth Presbyterian Church,
Washington D.C., where he spent 10 years. He
was called to Cleveland from a Philadelphia church.

Myr. Garner earned his bachelor of science degree at
the University of Pittsburgh and his bachelor and
master of sacred theology degrees at Western
Theological Seminary in that city. He has taken
refresher courses at Union Theological Seminary,
the University of Chicago Divinity School and
Princeton Theological Seminary. He is 45 years
old, married, and the father of three children.

About 250 persons were present for the meeting
and potluck dinner which preceded it.

Another article from the February 3, 1951
FEnquirer and News tells of Rev. (Garnet's
pending installation.

The Rev. |. Herbert Garner will be installed as the
new pastor of the First Presbyterian church in a
special service February 16 at the church. He will
delzver his first sermon here the following Sunday.

Members of the Lansing Presbytery will conduct the
installation ceremony. The Rev. Herbert G. Bryce,
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Albion
and vice moderator of the Presbyfery, ts to preside.
Other ministers participating will be the Rev. .
Conger Hathaway, retired, of Battle Creefe; Dr.
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