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1934 was an eventful
year for the congregation

of First Church. They said their farewell to the
Rev. Aladar T. Tomshany on January 31, 1934.
He had received a call to the First Presbyterian
Church of Kansas City, Kansas. To fill in the
vacancy that was left, the Rev. Charles E.
Blanchard served as our Interim Pastor.

Martin Ashley, Church
Historian

The Battle Creek Moon Journal of October 16,
1934 tells the rest of the story:

" A 10-months quest for a new pastor for the First
Presbyterian church was ended when the congregation
voted last night to send a call to the Rev. Dan Braby,
Lapeer. Mr. Braby's acceptance of the local post was
assured today in a communication to the Moon
Journal, which forecast the selection a week ago
_yesterday.

Since the Rev. A. T. Tomshany left February 1 to
become pastor of the First Presbyterian church of
Kansas City, Kansas, 25 candidates for the post have
addressed the congregation from the local pulpit, and
the pulpit committee has conducted corvespondence with
75 candidates. In voting fo call Mr. Braby, the
congregation endorsed the pulpit committee's
recommendation that be is the "strongest” of the many
candidates considered.

Mr. Braby is one of the prominent ministers in the
Michigan synod. His entire service has been in this
state. He enjoys an enviable reputation as an
organizer, administrator, and leader of young

people.

The Lapeer minister was born in England and
came o this country as a representative of a
commercial firm in 1908. He became interested in
religious work and studied in Garrett Biblical
Institute, Evanston, lll. In 1916 he was ordained
in the Kalamazoo Presbytery and began his
ministry in the Buchanan church where he stayed for
Jour years. He was well acquainted with officials of
the Clark Equipment company there. He served in
Caro 11 years and has been in Lapeer four years.
Mr. Braby will be accompanied here by Mrs. Braby
and their son, Robert, a High school sentor and
musician.

Attorney Henry Jacobs is chairman of the pulpit
commitlee which presented the recommendation al
last night's meeting, attended by 150 members of
the church. Other members of the committee are
Attorney Verner W. Main, Mrs. George Burch,
Mprs. Helen Hoffmaster, Mrs. Warren Misick,
Walter |. Kilein, H. B. Rezd, P. D. Worgess and
E. C. Patton. The Rev. Dr. C. E. Blanchard,
Marshall, has been serving as interim pastor during
the vacancy here.”

On Wednesday night, December 19, 1934,
the Rev. N. Dan Braby was officially
installed as pastor of First Church by the
Lansing Presbytery, thus beginning a
ministry that would last for the next sixteen
years.
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