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With the approaching arrival of our new
minister, the Rev. Dr. Jeffrey S. Carlson and
his wife, Sandy, memories were stirred of my
eatly years here at First Church. I became a
member of the church in June of 1982 and
started working Sunday's on Rev. Dr. Allan .
Weenink's last day with our church.

After Dr. Weenink's departure we went
through the traditional period of transition
under the leadership of the Rev. Dr. John M.
Vandermeulen while a Pastoral Nominating
Committee of the following people was
selected:

Kathleen Baker, ILeland Healey, Margie
Osborn, Mary VanWinkle, Dale Dittmer, Jack
Mawdsley, Tad Randolph, Dr. E. Paul Gieser,
Peggy Mullins, Shirley Sajtar, and Orvis Berry
as Chairman.

The PNC spent a busy ten months reviewing
questionnaires and dossiers, making visitations,
and conducting interviews. They unanimously
recommended the Rev. David W. Robertson,
on June 19, 1983, to the congregation at a
Congregational Meeting after his candidating
sermon. With nearly four hundred
communicant members voting, Rev.
Robertson was unanimously elected to be our
new Senior Minister and Head of Staff.

The following is taken from the July 23,
1983 issue of the Battle Creek Enquirer and

News,

"The Rev. David W. Robertson has been named
senior minister to lead the congregation of First
Presbyterian Church into its second century. The
church celebrated its centennial with an observance
program in May.

He will preach his first sermon September 11 and
then be installed formally as church pastor on Sept.
18 by members of the Presbytery of 1ake Michigan.

Robertson has ministered in the Chicago area for
12 years, serving af the urban Fourth Presbyterian
Church and then at the suburban River Forest
Presbyterian Chureh.

He began his minestry in Newaygo in 1967. Both
Robertson and his wife Mary are from East
Lansing.

He 25 a graduate of Grand Haven Fligh School, the
College of Wooster (Obio), McCormick Theological
Seminary, Yale Divinity School and has done post-
graduate work at Tubingen Unzversity in West
Geermany.

Last year, Robertson served as moderator of the
Presbytery of Chicago, the governing body for 140
Presbyterzan churches in the Chicago area.

His father, the Rev. G. Wallace Robertson, is
pastor emeritus of The Pegple's Church in East
Lansing.






